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involved.

magazine.

[ EmemEE SRS David Dykes (FAEYE-#452)

When I started at Yokkaichi University in 1988, there was pioneer spirit in the air. The opening of a university in this
chemical plant city was an attempt at image change. The words <3 {t®%> in the school song recall that.
I was attracted to the university because it offered equal working conditions. In those days non-Japanese teachers
nearly always had lighter duties but took no part in decision making. Yokkaichi was different. Everyone had to be

For English, there were only reading and conversation classes at first. For variety, we needed to add some other
activities. Obligingly, some students started a circle (‘'English Time') in which we ran chat times and produced a

On the university side, we ran summer study trips, and coached students for
speech contests. These activities went defunct sometimes, but were always
revived by people with fresh energy. Now, since 2006, we have an English
Support Lounge, which runs events every month with a three-day cottage
retreat every March.

I remember the early days as pioneer days. Now I notice more when
existing things go defunct. But there is generally someone to start them up
again, often better than before. That may be what Mr Noda the new prime
minister meant with his 'dojo' image. Do you know the English expressions
'muck in' and 'get your hands dirty'? Perhaps for you, too, your pioneer days
will turn out to be the ones when you were most busily mucking in. J2fii7z41!
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