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In general, Japanese EFL students tend to be shy and hesitant to speak expressively when making
speeches or presentations in front of an audience. Living Newspaper Readers Theatre is a
performance of a script stitched together by selecting topically-related news articles. When merged
with Readers Theatre ( “a style of theatrical performance in which actors may read from the script
or text, and which places less emphasis on props, costumes, physical interaction, etc., than
What is Living Newspaper traditional theatre,” Oxford dictionary), it takes contemporary news and information and puts it
Readers Theat?e andpcgn it together into a cohesive script that students perform for an audience. In this research I will
=) 16]Gordon Rees be used effectively in oral first do a literature review of research articles on Living Newspaper and LNRT to understand the
oresentation classes? subject matter better. I will then attempt to implement a LNRT project in an advanced oral
: presentation class. Because of the group work involved in LNRT it is hoped that this activity will
help create a non-threatening classroom environment which will encourage students to practice
expressive speech and increase their confidence for speaking expressively in front of others.
Students will be surveyed at the end of the project to gauge their reactions to participation in
the project and an attempt will be made to measure changes in confidence level and improvement in
basic presentation skills.
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