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In my 20+ years experience of teaching university-level EFL courses I have
noticed that students seem to learn best when they get deeply involved in
learning through interaction with their classmates. A student is more likely
to remember something they discover through active participation and peer work
than by listening passively to a lecture given by me. This research seeks to
examine how literature circles can promote cooperative learning in an EFL
reading class. One purported benefit of literature circles is that they provide
learners with the opportunity to practice the target language in a practical
Cooperative Learning: What way. When implemented in EFL classes, they contribute to developing

o 20|Gordon Rees are literature circles and  |communicative competencies in a second language, as well as skills Like
e can they be used in EFL writing, spelling, and listening comprehension (Bedel, 2016; Kim, 2003). I
reading classes? will first do a literature review of research articles on literature circles

and cooperative learning to better understand the subject matter. I will then
design and implement a literature circle in a second semester EFL reading
course. At the end of the course I will survey students to gauge the effect
that participation in the literature circle had on them. I hope to compare
results from the survey to first semester survey results where reading circles
were not used to determine the effects literature circle participation had on,
among other things, retention, autonomous learning, individual learning,
speaking confidence and comprehension of texts.
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Gordon Rees

What is Living Newspaper
Readers Theatre and can it be
used effectively in oral
presentation classes?

In general, Japanese EFL students tend to be shy and are hesitant to speak
expressively when making speeches or presentations in front of an audience.
Living Newspaper Readers Theatre is a performance of a script stitched together
by selecting topically-related news articles. When merged with Readers Theatre
( “a style of theatrical performance in which actors may read from the script
or text, and which places less emphasis on props, costumes, physical
interaction, etc., than traditional theatre,” Oxford dictionary), it takes
contemporary news and information and puts it together into a cohesive script
that students perform for an audience. In this research I will first do a
literature review of research articles on Living Newspaper and LNRT to
understand the subject matter better. I will then attempt to implement a LNRT
project in an advanced oral presentation class. Because of the group work
involved in LNRT it is hoped that this activity will help create a non-
threatening classroom environment which will encourage students to practice
expressive speech and increase their confidence for speaking expressively in
front of others. Students will be surveyed at the end of the project to gauge
their reactions to participation in the project and an attempt will be made to
measure changes in confidence level and improvement in basic presentation
skills. This is a research project I started last year but was unable to finish
due to sickness.
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