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Performance Assisted
Learning (PAL)

Much research has been done on the use of performance in the EFL
classroom. Performance activities, drama activities in particular, are
often extolled for their ability to motivate, build confidence and create a
non-threatening learning environment. Many EFL teachers and
researchers are convinced of the positive effect that performance can
have on language learners. However, it is difficult for teachers to
quantify and measure what those effects are, and one area that
language teachers struggle with is how to assess performance
activities. This research will begin with a literature review on current
methods used to assess performance activities. After the initial
literature review, a rubric will developed for use in assessing a radio
drama and reader's theatre project in a compulsory reading course.
Last year | continued to introduce PAL activities into the reading
course. In the first semester | introduced a radio drama project for
Ernest Hemingway's The Killers, and in the second semester we did a
radio drama of Conan Doyle's The Red-headed League and Mary
Shelley's Frankenstein. | made several presentations at academic
conferences last year where | talked about how | am using PAL
activities in my classes. | am currently looking at the results of those
projects and trying to develop a rubric that can be used for assessing
radio drama projects. | hope to use the rubric in the first and second
semester this year and survey the students and find out how useful the
rubric was for them for preparing for their performance. In addition, |
hope to be able to show from the assessment results that a rubric can
be used to evaluate PAL activities

79:

7(3:

1. PAL to the Rescue: Liven up the
Classroom with Performance
Assisted Learning (PAL) JALT Pan-
SIG 2019 Conference Konan
University 2. Kick-start Compulsary
Reading Classes with Performance
Assisted Learning (PAL) - JALT PIE
SIG Research Conference - Nanzan
University (6/2019) 3. Making
Reading Classes Fun with
Performance Assisted Learning
Okinawa JALT Summer Language
Teaching Symposium (6/22) 4.
Boosting Student Confidence to
Read and Speak Expressively with
Performance Assisted Learning
(PAL) - Yokohama JALT Chapter
meeting (9/14) 5. Boosting Student
Confidence to Read and Speak
Expressively with Performance
Assisted Learning (PAL) JALT 2019-
WINC Aichi (11/3/2019) 6. Feelings.
Nothing More Than Feelings: Bring
the Classroom to Life with Radio
Drama Second Annual JALT PIE SIG
in Sapporo Conference- Hokusei
Gakuen University (2/2/2020)
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