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The research I plan to do this year seeks to measure how different forms of
Performance—Assisted Learning (PAL) such as radio drama, reader’s theatre, short skits
and role—play can be utilized to build confidence and encourage expressive speech in
reading classes. Prior to the introduction of PAL activities, students will make an initial
Utilizing Performance—Assisted Learning presentation at the beginning of the course and their use of body language, voice

(PAL) in a Compulsory Reading Gourse to projection, voice inflection and eye contact will be measured. Several different PAL
Encourage Expressive Speech and Build activities will then be carried out over the course of the semester and then the course
Confidence will conclude with a Pecha Kucha—type presentation. The initial course presentation will
then be compared to the Pecha Kucha presentation to measure any changes in use of
these basic presentation skills that have occured. In adition, I hope to survey students at
the end of the course to find out student attitudes towards the PAL activities and try
and determine if they had any effect on student motivation and confidence.

Much research has been done on the use of performance in the EFL classroom.
Performance activities, drama activities in particular, are often extolled for their ability to
motivate, build confidence and create a non—threatening learning environment. Many EFL
teachers and researchers are convinced of the positive effect that performance can
Assessing Performance—Assisted Learning |have on language learners. However, it is difficult for teachers to quantify and measure
(PAL) Activities what those effects are, and one area that language teachers struggle with is how to
assess performance activities. This research will begin with a literature review on current
methods used to assess performance activities. After the initial literature review, a rubric
will be developed for use in assessing a radio drama and reader’s theatre project in a
compulsory reading course.
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This year I plan on doing further research on how proverbs can be used in the classroom

Eric Bray Using Proverbs to teach about Culture to help students better understand their own culture well as other cultures in the world.
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This is an area of study I have been following since 2014, originally in a team project ([ %t
S)RIMND R Z 51k 1) for the University’s COC programme. I am examining the wording
of public notices and instructions associated with hazards, hazardous activities, or
measures against hazards. Plan: As a follow—up to an oral presentation
I made last October to the Japan Association of Systemic Functional Linguistics I intend
to submit an expanded version, “The A.LI.C.E. response programme in schools, and the
'lockdown’ context to which it is tied”, as a paper for the Association’s publication
“Proceedings of JASFL” (for publication in October, 2019). This will look critically at the

43 36|David Dykes Planned research area 1: Language of Social |increasing use of the term ’lockdown’ as a concept in responding to certain kinds of

Risk

emergencies including armed attacks from outside. A lockdown drill can enhance the
efficiency with which groups of people find shelter, but may also lead them to becoming
trapped if the emergency evolves in a way not planned for. Multiple preparations,
monitoring, and continuous information exchange are therefore needed, together with
some final allowance for individual initiative taking. Both a fixed name for an emergency
drill Clockdown’) and the use of a fixed—order acronym (A.LI1C.E." = Alert — Lockdown —
Inform — Counter — Evacuate) could suggest that a single manner and order of response
to an emergency is always best. This is not the case, and namings of these sorts should
be used with caution.
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David Dykes

Planned Research Area: 2. Characters, Roles
and Expression in Juvenile and Fantasy
Literature

This is an area I last treated in 2014, in a cross—culture symposium on fairy tales (Tokai
English and American Literature Society, 2014 Conference). I plan to extend that
research in 2019 through three activities. (1) For June, I have been
requested to give an address on Japanese and English children’s tales to the Kariya City
Local Culture Research Society (X &4l £ X {E#ZL ), comparing a theme of animal
intrusions into the human order of life and vice versa, in tales from the nearby area (Niimi
Nankichi's fox tales and Mori Saburo’s “The Cat who Turned into a Hat™) and in
successive transformations of “The Three Bears” tale in its English origins (Robert
Southey, 1837) and Russian offshoots (Lev Tolstoy, 1872). The focus will be on how far
the tale is told from an animal viewpoint and how far from a human one, and how this
evolves. (2) Later, I intend to pursue specifically linguistic aspects of
this kind of intrusion tale in an analysis of character roles and speech exchanges in
fantasy and animal stories by Arikawa Hiro (Daremo ga shitte iru chiisa na kuni” (2015)
and “Tabi—neko ripo—to” (2011)). I hope to present the results to the October
Conference of the Japan Society of ystemic Functional Linguistics. (3) In
the winter, I hope to pursue further a subtheme of “changes in fortune through the
interplay of perceived intrusions of luck with personally—based values in life”. My main
text for this will be the novel “Le chapeau de Mitterand” (Mitterand’s Hat) by Antoine
Laurain (2012), but fitting in comparions with other 'talisman’ tales such as “The Cat who
Turned into a Hat” (above). I mean to submit this paper to the January issue of the
Foreign Language Institute journal at Aichi Gakuin University.
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