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This research will show, and attempt to measure, how performance-assisted learning
(PAL) can be utilized in the EFL classroom to increase student motivation, confidence
and proficiency. Many studies have been done on the positive effects that performance
activities such as drama, skits and role-play can have on foreign language learners. In
many of these studies, students surveyed for the research say that performance activities
are "fun" and "enjoyable." Eventhough the research indicates that there are many positive
reasons for using performance in the classroom, because it is often perceived as just
being "fun and games," performance is not considered to contribute to "serious" learning
by some program administrators and teachers. In addition, eventhough some teachers
Performance-assisted learning (PAL) and
wEe 18|Gordon Rees may realize the benefits of integrating performance into the curriculum, they stay away
assessment of PAL activities
from doing so because they have difficulty assessing performance activities, as
assessment tends to be very subjective in nature. In this study | will integrate a variety of
PAL activites into a required reading class. To make assessment more objective and
expectations clearer to students, | will create a rubric for each PAL activity to help
"measure" and assess student performances. At the end of the course | will survey
students to try and determine any effects the PAL activities had on student motivation,
confidence and proficiency. In this way | hope to show that integrating performance into
the EFL classroom can contribute to "serious" learning and also demonstrate how, with

the use of rubrics, PAL activities can be assessed easily and objectively.
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