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In recent years | have been utilizing performance-assisted learning (PAL) in many of my
classes as a tool to help increase student motivation, boost confidence, improve
proficiency and deepen understanding. One PAL activity that | have found to be fun and
particularly effective for elevating student learning in reading and literature classes is
radio drama. Up until now | have used existing radio drama scripts for these projects.
Students work at reading the lines of their assigned character expressively and also find

wae 19(Gordon Rees Performance-assisted Learning (PAL) and or create the sound effects which they use in their final performance. This year | plan on

Radio Drama Creative Script Writing

having students write an alternative ending to an existing radio drama that we will
perform in class. The first part of the project will be the performance of a scripted radio
drama. In the second part, | will have students work in groups to write and perform an
additional act of the radio drama. This will be an original, alternative ending to the story.
Through this research | hope to measure the effect that this creative writing and

collaboration process has on student motivation and understanding.
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Proverbs are a rich resource for language teachers as they are often used in conversation
and can be used to learn about the world view or values of the people that use them. This
year | plan to look at how to best teach students about proverb use and explore what can

be learned from proverbs about language, culture and human nature.
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